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REVIEWS. 


Atlas or Methods of Clinical Investigation, with an Epitome of 
Clinical Diagnosis and of Special Pathology and Treatment of 
Internal Diseases. By Dr. Christfried Jakob, formerly First Assist¬ 
ant in the Medical Clinic at Erlangen. Authorized translation from the 
German. Edited hy Augustus A. Eshner, M.D. Professor of Clinical 
Medicine in the Philadelphia Polyclinic; Physician to the Philadelphia 
Hospital, etc. With 182 colored illustrations upon 68 plates, and 64 
illustrations in the text. Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders, 1898. 

The mode in which the title of the heathen deity, Atlas, came to be 
transferred to a bound collection of maps or plates is of great interest 
from a philological stand-point, but does not immediately concern us. 
Suffice it to say that the term Atlas applied to this work is somewhat 
misleading, inasmuch as it is commonly used to designate unwieldy and 
expensive folios, whereas neither of these adjectives can be employed in 
connection with this admirable manual of Dr. Jakob. With the orig¬ 
inal some of us are already acquainted, but this does not diminish our 
obligation to the editor and publisher who have introduced it in the 
vernacular to the mass of students and practitioners. 

This is a book which stimulates the young student and practitioner to 
renewed diligence in the clinical investigation of disease and causes the 
veteran to regard his antique microscope with affection and to make 
resolves, never to be fulfilled, concerning its future employment. 

It is difficult to select any of the numerous illustrations for special 
commendation, for they are all excellent. To the writer the plates illus¬ 
trating the blood in health and disease, the blood spectra and the blood 
parasites, seem especially noteworthy; while to others, doubtless, the 
same would be true with reference to the color reactions of the gastric 
juice, the crystalline and organized sediments of the urine, or the micros¬ 
copy of the sputum. 

The plates are admirably supplemented by the Epitome of Clinical 
Diagnosis, and the entire work, index included, is contained in a small 
octavo of 259 pages. F. P. H. 


Praxis der Harnanalyse. Anleitung zur chemischen Untersuch- 
ung des Harks, nebst einem Anhang, Analyse des Mageninhalts. 
Yon Prof. Dr. Lassar-Cohn. Hamburg und Leipzig: Leopold Yoss, 
1898. 

Practical Guide to Urinalysis, with an Appendix on the Analysis 
of Stomach-contents. By Prof. Lassar-Cohn. 

If we thought the author possessed a sense of humor, we should con¬ 
sider this a satire on the medical profession. There are dozens of books 
in every civilized language on the analysis of urine, fully covering the 
chemical, pathological, and clinical questions involved. Medical gradu¬ 
ates are supposed to have the essentials as given in this booklet at their 
finger-tips. Yet the fact remains that many physicians rarely, and some 
never, use these manipulations in practice. The author intimates that 
this is true of Germany, and we hope he is right in concluding, from 
the rapid sale of the first edition, that his book will change all that. In 
plain and untechnical language, aside from a couple of simple chemical 
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formulae, he gives tests for albumin (heat and acetic acid), glucose 
(Trommer’s), aceton (Legal’s), aceto-acetic acid (Gerhardt’s), bile 
(Gmelin’s), urobilin (Jaffe’s), blood (Heller’s), indican (Jaffe’s), sul¬ 
phates, conjugate sulphates, phosphates, and ammonia. Quantita¬ 
tive tests are given for albumin (weighing and Esbach’s), sugar 
(Fehling), and total and combined sulphates. The appendix describes 
Giinzburg’s test, the lactic-acid test with chloride of iron, and artificial 
digestion. There is no attempt at clinical explanations and very 
little suggestion of chemical principles. The directions for making 
artificial abnormal urines might be useful for those who never studied 
chemistry. Not without interest are the advertisements of the work 
printed on the cover, containing laudatory reviews from pharmaceutical 
and chemical journals. G. D. 


An American Text-Book of Genito-urinary Diseases, Syphilis, and 

Diseases of the Skin. Edited by L. Bolton Bangs, M.D., and W. A. 

Hardaway, A.M., M.D. Pp. 1229. Illustrated with 300 engravings and 

20 full-page colored plates. Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders, 1898. 

The work is divided into two parts, nearly 800 pages being devoted 
to genito-urinary diseases and syphilis, and over 400 pages to diseases of 
the skin. The reason for considering in a text-book two subjects so 
dissimilar as genito-urinary diseases and cutaneous diseases has never 
been satisfactorily explained. It has been done in the past, and is still 
done in the present, as the volume under notice testifies; but we deplore 
the fact, for the reason that the subjects have so little in common either 
from a scientific or a practical aspect. We believe that authors generally 
are opposed to the amalgamation of these two departments of medicine. 
The publishers, however, view the matter differently, with the result 
that the subjects still continue to be discussed together in the same 
volume, to the detriment of both. 

In the present case the work has been well done by all who have con¬ 
tributed to the volume, which may be said to contain a series of prac¬ 
tical monographs on all the diseases which pertain to the two specialties. 
Dr. Bangs, in connection with genito-urinary diseases, and Dr. Hard¬ 
away, with diseases of the skin, are both most favorably known through 
their labors in the past, and in editing the volume before us they have 
shown both good judgment and skill. The contributors to genito-urinary 
diseases comprise Paul Thorndike, on “ Urine Analysis, and a Consid¬ 
eration of the Urine in Surgical Diseases of the Urinary Tract;” 

B. Farquhar Curtis, “Diseases of the Penis;” G. Frank Lydston, 
“Diseases of the Male Urethra;” Eugene Fuller, “Diseases of the 
Testicle and its Coverings, the Cord, and the Seminal Vesicle ;” J. Wil¬ 
liam White, “Diseases of the Prostate;” Edward Martin and A. E. 
Taylor, “ Diseases of the Bladder;” Francis S. Watson, “ Vesical Cal¬ 
culus ;” Christian Fenger and S. C. Stanton, “ Diseases of the Ureter;” 
P. R. Bolton, “Surgical Diseases of the Kidney;” James Pedersen, 
“ Functional Disorders ;” James S. Howe, “Acquired Syphilis;” Lewis 

C. Bosher, “ Syphilis of the Bones, Joints, Bursae, Tendons, and Mus¬ 
cles;” J. H. Linsley, “ Syphilis of the Respiratory, Circulatory, Lym¬ 
phatic, and Alimentary Systems;” Graeme M. Hammond, “ Syphilis of 
the Nervous System;” Thomas R. Pooley, “Syphilis of the Eye;” 




